Georgia Tech Essays

Describe an intellectual or creative activity for which you feel special passion and commitment, and explain how that activity has affected you.


It is said that any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic. This was certainly my experience when, enrolled at age six in weekly training at FutureKids, I was introduced to computers.  FutureKids provided only basic instruction—the use of Microsoft Windows and Office, but to me, it was absolutely captivating. I was able to make things appear on a page, move them around, change the way they looked without anything tangible; I could express my thoughts, work out my own ideas, and endow their expression with flare. The computer gave me a tool of creation, seemingly from scratch, and it has held my attention ever since.


Once introduced to the art of computing, I jumped into study of it. This is to say, I played around with it a lot, but my hours of idle experimentation and tinkering were rewarded. Not long after beginning, I surpassed others and became exceptional. My preeminence began simply, an ability to create 3D text that no one else could replicate, but by the end of first grade I was traveling around my elementary school fixing frustrated teachers' technical difficulties. The next year when computer specialists were being hired, my principal quipped “we don't need one, we have Donald.”


This was only the beginning of my study, however. Employing computer camps and CS classes, but mostly through self-study, I have come to have a deep understandings of the inner-workings of the machine. Using books and the internet, I've mastered Perl, PHP, C/C++, Java, and Ruby. Further, I've been able to use my knowledge to help others: working with various Open Source projects and writing and maintaining a website to let classmates discover who's in their classes before schools starts.


I don't know what exactly I'll do in my future, but it's sure to involve my passion for computing.

If you could focus your professional career on one crucial issue, what would it be and how would you use your Georgia Tech education to further that goal?


It is a wonderful fact that the world we live in is extremely diverse and interacting more every day. Money, ideas, and other information fly across nations and oceans every second from sunrise in Hong Kong to sunset in New York—24 hours apart. Its an unfortunate side effect of this fact, however, that inevitably an inability to communicate with one another leads to conflicts, all because we don't truly understand each other. While such problems stem largely from cultural differences, even these could be overcome if everyone could just communicate.


To change the world for the better, I'd like to tear down the language barrier. I don't suggest we should get rid of varied languages; they represent a beautiful range of human expression and creativity. I wish, however, to take them out of conflict—to allow people to better empathize by talking about their differences and being able to really listen. In highly sensitive matters, this needs to happen in real time. The best solution would be to create a real (and less fishy) version of Douglas Adam's fictitious Babel fish—a system that would allow language to be heard as though spoken in one's own language.


Undoubtedly, this would be an extremely difficult undertaking, but as Georgia Tech is literally the textbook example of a school that “recognizes that the world is increasingly going to be operating off the flat-world platform,” an education here would provide an excellent starting point. Within the College of Computing, where my interests lie, I'd think the Platforms and People threads would prove especially helpful. An understanding of parsing and other language structures would be necessary. Meanwhile, classes like Psychology of Human Language (PSYC2760) and Mobile and Ubiquitous Computing (CS4605) would help to work out both theory and implementation details.

